Papen breathed again. He yet had time to oust Briining
before the next meeting at Geneva. Once Germany knew
that these equal rights had been accorded her, the people
(and the heavy industrialists, who conveniently financed
Nationalist adventurers) would settle down to a consolida-
tion of the moral gain by a serious attempt at reviving
trade and industry, and in the doing, they would either
forget or have no time for a Holy Roman Empire of
Western Germans and other such clap-trap. Oh, no, the
sacrum imferium of the gallant Uhlan was not going to be
pushed on one side by the diplomatic achievements of a
bourgeois Chancellor. The old gentleman at Neudeck must
be kept away from Brtining until he had received a few
more letters from his " starving " Junker brethren, who, it
seemed, were in danger of expropriation because the subtle
Brtining had completely closed the purse string of the
Eastern Aid Fund.

On 29 May 1932 Briining waited upon Hindenburg
to report on Geneva and to complain that in his absence
there appeared to have grown up a secondary Cabinet in
the Reich. Hindenburg countered by speaking of agrarian
Bolshevism and that he (the man who had by his support
kept him in the headship of the Reich) no longer had his
confidence. He must go, Hindenburg told him, " for
the sake of my name and my honour ". To which Heinrich
Brtining replied, no longer overawed as the ma,chine-gun
subaltern before the Field-Marshal: " I, too, have my
name and honour to defend in history.'*

A little twinge of conscience must have made the old
man reply: " Although, as between officers you will see
that you must go, I would nevertheless like to retain you

parting
exclaimed: " I hope that your new man will not cause you
to contemplate a course which will involve scrapping the
Constitution."
Half an hour later Franz von Papen was discussing his
proposed Cabinet with Field-Marshal von Hindenburg.
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